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Fitts: President's Corner 
President’s Corner 


By Prue Fitts 


tls Valentine's Day as I write this, The 

North wind is truly at its highest pitch, 
assaulting the bushes and trees. There are eight 
inches of snow on the ground and that nasty 


stunning undercover of ice. 



































But I have a pass -an escape ticket 
- to Grand Cayman. The whole entire family 
(21 count em) will be on the beach in 24 t0 
48 hours, from both coasts and in between, 
The suitcase is packed with lotions, bathing 
suits, and rubber rafts for he litle ones. 
But Lam not truly ready yet, For U haven't 
THE BOOK. I can’t decide what it should 
be. Part of me, the devil side, says, you won't 
have time to read - too much ocean and 
beach, too many kids to play with and read 
to, Bur the practical side knows that I can't 
sleep without reading, and there will be a 
few excursions that will happen without me, 
deep sea fishing for one. Though I could be 


talked into parasailing 


So, the book. What shall it be. 
There are so many good ones. And Amazon 
hhas my number, knows what I buy, and tells 
me when there is related material. 1 can't 
resist. A friend gave me a book on a nor so 
well known Theophano, a princess and 
niece of the ruler of the Eastern Roman 
Empire (AKA Byzantium). (Therein lies a 
whole other tale, for her uncle usurped the 


throne by murdering the seated Emperor with 


the collusion of HIS wife, another Theophano. 


(Talk about your soap operas!) This Theophano 
left Constantinople at the age of 10. There was 
nothing unusual about her age or her usage as.a 
pawn in the political game. She was married to 
and crowned with Otto Il at the same time. 
While her home of origin stopped referring to 
her (ego really), she raised her only son, Orto IIL 
with eastern influences. Hmmm. And, brand 


new is Justinian’s Flea, which is about plague, 
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empire, and the birth of Europe, ‘The impact of 
disease on history is a vigorous new field of 
study. There's a fabulous paperback edition of 
America’s Money America’s Story by Richard Doty, 
published by Krause. Ie starts with the ingenious 
use of goods as mediums of exchange (wampum, 
coffee beans, etc.) and goes into the credit and 
debit cards, a collecting entity unto themselves. 
The hook is not new, but it is new to me, And 


new books on Eliza 


more books on women: 


beth I come outall the time. We are all fascinat- 
ed as to how this uly illprepared woman, 
threatened with death most of her early years, 
rose t0 the challenge and developed her back- 
wards country into a power to be reckoned with. 
There is new material on Martha Washington, 
and Abigail Adams is now in film. 


Tam woefully behind in journal and 
paper reading, When I was working, it was a 


given that [ would never catch up. But now, [ 


should be on top of it. There is thae little job 
called volunteerism which has plugged up the 
So, I could bring Coin 
‘World and Num News and binge myself current 


free time, and I lov 





fon new finds. And there's always fiction. One 
thousand Splendid Moons was stunning; he has 
another, The Kite Runner. How about just a 
each book, the modern equivalent of Sidney 
Sheldon? 


‘What to do? Choices to make. 
Pethaps, Ul just bring another suitcase 
along that only has books. Oops, | can't 
do that. ‘They charge an extra $50. 
WHAT WOULD YOU BRING? Do let 
me know. A numismatic twist on the "If 
you could only bring one book to a 
deserted island, what would it be!” And 
"Buy the book before 


Upcoming events: our meet 
ing at CSNS will be held at 9 on Sarur- 
day. In Baltimore, we will have a Sympo- 
sium which will deal with what to do 
with your collection when you are done. 
It will probably be Friday afternoon as 
usual. We will have our meeting on 
Saturday at 9, with an important an- 
nouncement concerning the website. A 
preview of really future events includes 
an auction to benefit the scholarship 
fund at FUN in 2010, 


I thank you all for the extra 
year to be a part of the WIN Website 
process. Whitman has been awesome in 
donating time and expertise to launch 
this. Please stop by their table at any show you 
attend and thank them. 


See you in Balrimore. 


D 
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Unusual Portrait Medal of a German Empress 


By Dennis Tucker 


arely is a German princess or 

queen, or even an empress, seen 
at center stage on a portrait medal, if her hus: 
band was a sovereign ruler who wore the crown 
in the family. Most often she will be depicted— 
when she appears at all-as one of a pair of con 
joined busts, alongside (usually behind) her 
spouse, or perhaps facing him, in a wedding or 
anniversary commemorative. The medal fea 
tured here is among those uncommon German 
pieces that do give the limelight to a royal wom 
an, She is Augusta Louisa, born a princess of 
SaxeWeimarEisenach-a German duchy, geo- 
‘graphically small but with considerable culeural 
and political weight. Augusta was born in a time 


of upheaval in Central Europe, when monarchs 


were being toppled like chessboard pawns, and 














bbung in the balance, But from this tiny duchy, 
about half the size of Rhode Island, she would 


grow up to become queen of the most powerful 
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German kingdom, and the leading lady of a Augusta Louisa’s grandfather, now a 


unified new empire, igrand duke, became the first German }\ mon: 















Saxe-Weimar, Big and 
Small 


Europe was 
embroiled in simmer. 
ing tensions and 
outright war 
throughout the 
decade leading 
up to Princess 
Augusta's birth 
in late 1811 
Her grandfa 
Duke 


August, 


ther, 
Kal 
was a general 
commanding 


25,000 men Augusta's grandfather, Karl August, duke (later grand duke) of Sate-WeimarEtsenach 


peated (shaded area, set within the greater German Empire). (Map by Dasidl Liuszo) 


of the Prus 


sian king (one arch to grant his people a liberal constitution, 
of Napoleon Bonaparte's strongest foes in the and with i, fairly generous freedom of the press 
early 1800s). Karl August's capital city, Weimar, This was in 1816, Karl August's populist streak 
was overrun and sacked in 1806. After the yasn't a byproduct of the Napoleonic Wars, 
French vietory, the duke, to avoid having his however, Back in the day (way hack, around the 
lands completely confiscated, agreed to join 
Napoleon's Confederation of the Rhine. This 
saved him his throne bur put his armed forces, 
and considerable monetary reparations, at the 
French emperor's disposal. The elationship 
lasted for several years, until Napoleon’s 
disastrous Russian campaign of 1812, 
which brought heavy casualties to Saxe- 
Weimar's soldiers, Distressed by the 


situation, and emboldened by the dent 





Russia put in his French master’s armor, 
Karl August switched sides and threw his 
lor back in with the kingdom of Prussia, 
He joined the Grand Alliance and led 
30,000 men in the Netherlands. After imperial 
France was defeated, Saxe-Weimar-Bisenach was 
enlarged geographically and elevated from a 
duchy to a grand duchy (1815) by the Congress 


of Vienna, 
































time Britain's 
American colonies 
were starting to act 
up), he had been 
raised 


widowed 


under his 

mother's 
enlightened — influ. 
ence and the tute. 
lage of liberal edu- 
cators. His court at 
Weimar was a hasti- 
on. of progressive 
thought and_poli- 
tics one of his 
earliest acts as duke 


(in 1775, when he 





In 1811 by Louise 


came of age 0 OS 


mother’s regency ended) was to appoint the 
brilliant Johann Wolfgang Goethe as privy coun 
cilor. Normally stiff German court customs gave 
way to both reform and revelry-but not in the 
decadent sense of, for example, the duke’s Hane 
overian cousins in England (or Karl Eugene of 


Woarttemberg, who “conducted himself like an 





oriental sultan,"? or Friedrich II of Hesse-Kassel, 
who paid for his excesses by so infamously rene 
). Karl 


August did his fair share of drinking and carous- 


ing out his soldiers to other armies 


ing, but serious literature, art, and science flour- 
ished under his regime.’ Goethe brought the 
philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder to Wei 
mar to reform its educational system; the Uni- 
versity of Jena cemented the duchy’s reputation 


When Weimar was overcaken by Napoleon Bonapart 


Karl August was away, at the head of his raops i the 


Prussian army. The est of the royal family had fled the 


apital city, but Augusta’s grandmother, Louise Augus 


ta, stayed behind. She cleverly flattered the French em. 


peror, who had taken up residence in the royal palac 


When N. asked why Karl August wus foolish 


co make war, she replied, "My husband has 


thingy yeas in the sevice of Prussia. The duke 


sold nat quit the king's service with homor at the mo 


nwerfud as Your Majesty 


Napoleon was pleased. 


“Madame,” he told the duchess, the mast ener. 


1 pardon hi; but he owes the pardon ew 





Portrait of Johann: Wolfgang vom 
Goethe at the age of 62. Painted 
idler, who 


Laer taught Augusta how to draw 
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as the intellectual center of the German Augusta had already met the man who would 


states; and Friedrich Schiller helped bring a become her hushand. Prince Wilhelm of Prussia 


Weimaraner renaissance 
















to German theater, heir to a 





throne 
In 1828, a few 


weeks before Augusta 





his elder 





brother 
Louisa’s 17th birthday, 


her grandfither died, ite aie 
and her father, Karl cation 


Friedrich, became grand was 


duke, Although the new narrow 


d 


consisted 


ruler preferred fairy tales 
and 


though the influential 
























to philosophy, 


of the 


Goethe was laid to rest eee 
four years later, Weimar Reie: 
continued for many 
years as a Central European 
cultural hub, Augusta her- 
self enjoyed a broad and 
liberal education fram the 
best of Weimar royal aca- 
deme: her drawing lessons 
were from the hand of the Prince Withelm viding in 1936 
court painter, Louise Seid (painting by Franz Kriiger, Berlinh and 


les, and her music lessons sisey Prussian coin with Ms pontat asking sian 


were taught by the Kap- 





princely 
pellmeister, Johann Nepomuk Hummel a prot fare, military taining and army service, In his 
a of Monat teens, during the Napoleonic Wars, young Wi 


helm had proven himself a brave soldier. When 


The Princess Bride 


he and Augusta met in 1826 she was 15 years 


By the time of her father's accession, Md, and he was nearly 30. To Wilhelm the 


“One of the best and most significant women of her 


Duchess Maru Patlowna of Russia, She was a well 


patvon of the Ori ss Miinskabinett Jena-the 


University of Jena’s Oriental coin collection, founded in 


At its peak before World War J, the collection 
Ud some 14,000 pieces and was among the preeminent 
institutions of Oriental numismatics. Twent fier 
the war almost a third of che collection was returned to 
the deposed ganulducal family as personal property, and 


after World War II several hundred coins were lost. 


collection has experienced a x growing from fewer than 9,000 Islamic and Orien 


tal coins to more than 20,000 in early 2008. (Poreait by Vladimir Lukich Borovikovsky) 
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Young princess was not as attractive as her older 
sister (who had married his younger brother), 


and at any rate he was 





9 love with a Polish prin- 
cess, Elisa Radsiwill, The starched paladins of 
Prussian high society deemed Elisa not of 
blood, and Wil 


helm was pressured by his 


royalenough 


parents to marry Augus- 
ta, Like most royal 
marriages. of that 
era, it was one of 
and — political 
advantage, not 
love. In letters 
to his sister, 
Wilhelm would 
describe the prine 
cess as nice and 
“bur she 
cold,” 


further 


clever, 
leaves me 
and he 
remarked on Aue 
“lack of 
Com. 


susta’s 
femininity.” 


conservative Prussian prince, the subtext is clear: 
‘Augusta had opinions of her own—liberal opin- 
ions, no less~and she had the unseemly tenden- 


cy to voice them, 


The royal couple led a dramatic life. 
Wilhelm’s elder brother became king of Prussia 
in 1840, and Wilhelm served him as a staunch. 
supporter of everything conservative in German. 
lifer monarchy, nobility, army. When the Eue 
ropewide revolutions of 1848 came, Wilhelm 
had t flee to England, while Augusta and their 
two children hid in their summer palace. Her 
husband learned no love of democracy during 
his short stay across the English Channel; he 
came back to Prussia more conservative than 
ever, and helped crush the lingering populist 
rebellion in the Grand Duchy of Baden. Mean 
while Prussian liberals discussed whether the 
king and his brother should both abxlicate, with 
‘Augusta taking up as regent for her young son, 
If she seriously considered this possibility, she 
left no clue for historians, having burned her 
letters and diaries from that cumultuous period. 


After his brother suffered a stroke in 
1857, Wilhelm took the role of prince regent. 
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Wilhelm and Augusta in a gold Prussian comnation medal 


(Actual sige 42.5 mm) 


ing fom an al 


He ascended the throne himself in 1861 after 
the childless king finally died. Augusta was now 


queen of Prussi 
From Princess To Queen 


Throughout their 
marriage the royal couple 
What a 
‘match they made!— 
she 


child of progres 


bickered. 


a cultured 





sive Weimar, 
he a reactione 
ary soldier of 
the Prussian 
old 
They 
fon most_political 


school. 
disagreed 
and social issues. 
(Augusta managed 
to secure for their 
eldest son, Frie 
dich, an education 
more progressive 
than any Prussian 
prince before him. He was the first heir to the 
kingdom's throne to attend a public school, the 
University of Bonn.) Wilhelm called Augusta his 
(“firebrand”). She 
disliked Berlin so much that 
she lived most of the fi 


year in Coblenz or 


Feuerkopt 


Weimar. Historian, 


Lamar Ceeil 
writes that, 
“Her absences 


did not disturb 
Wilhelm, [whol 
enjoyed his 
freedom like a 
schoolboy on 
Through 
the 1860s. Prussia’s 
star was guided by 
the skillful maneue 
vering of its new 


prime minister, Orto 





von Bismarck. Near 


ly a decade of his £0" thestronguilled and liberal Augusta. (8Oth-binthday medal, 


political tricks and 



















(Otto vom Bismarck. The Iron Chancellor fle women shordd 
stick to these interests: Kinder, Kit 


children, kitchen, church, and emperor. He didn't care much 


1895; actual size 34 mm) 


military action climaxed in war with France, By 
1871 Prussia was unquestionably the dominant 
force among the German states (until that point 
a collection of independent nations, with Aus: 
tria the largest). France was defeated in battle— 
vengeance for the humiliations wrought by Na- 
poleon Bonapartel—and Austria was maneue 
vered into docility. King Wilhelm took a new 
position as emperor of a united, federal German 





Empire. Augusta Louisaborn a princess in a 
tiny duchy, then elevated to queen of Prussia— 


‘was now Deutsche Kaiserin (German empress). 
From Queen To Empress 


Seill the Weimaraner Feuerkopf cone 
tinued to burn with independence. Much of 
Germany (and especially its upper class) was 
puritanically Protestant; Augusta urged toler- 
ance toward Catholics. Against the grain of 
Prussia’s old guard, she championed her son's 
marriage to Queen Victoria's eldest daughter—a 
liberal, opinionated, and strongavilled young 
(Sound familiar!) Augusta held the 
arch-conservative Bismarck as a serious politic 





enemy. While others wildly cheered her hus: 
band’s victories on the battlefield, she prayed for 
the dead and wounded. This was not simply 
Augusta being contrary: she was passionately 
against war, and concerned for 
her country's men in uni- 
form. She founded Prus 
sia's National Wom- 
en's Association 


(for the care of 


wounded and 
sick soldiers) 
and — several 


important hos: 
pital and chari- 
table founda 


tions, 


o Ff 
course, not all of 
the empress's social 
work had to do 
with military chari- 
Kirche, und Kaiser tes Royalty, then 


a8 now, were par 
trons of many caus 
es and organisa 


tions.” The medal 
















shown here portrays 
Augusta in her role 
as protector of 
the fourweek 
Internation- 


al Horti- 


Exhibi- 
tion held 
in Co 
logne, 
Prussia, in 
the summer of 
1875.6 The 
medal’s engraver 
was Friedrich 
Wilhelm — Kull 
rich, a German 
artist by then 
well established 
in Berlin's nue 
scene, with 


the Prussian 
The 


mint. 
medal 
41 mm and weighs 
36.65 grams. On the obverse 
is a bareheaded profile portrait of the empress 
with her hair in curls, wearing a jeweled choker. 
The legend, in German, gives her titles as Ger 
‘man empress and queen of Prussia. The reverse 
fearures an oak ring with legends declaring the 
exhibition to be under the patronage of both 
the imperial couple and the Kronprinzen (the 


crown prince and his wife). 


Kaiserdimmerung—Twilight of the 
Emperors 


Kaiserin Augusta Louisa in her old 
age was slowed down by theumatism and injue 
ries from a fall, which kept her wheelchair- 
hound. She remained energetic, however, and 


active in German high society. Lamar Cecil 
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describes her as “An intelligent if strong- 3. As a newly minted duke, Karl August was “a 


willed and frenetic woman,” noting youth of sterling character, amenable t0 counsel in 
that “Augusta talked and gesticur weighty public affair, and eager 10 make his mark as 
4 goad ruler” (Goethe, Calvin Thomas, 1917, Henry 


Holt and Company, page 63). 


lated constantly, entertained 
virtually without cessation, 


and wore out everyone in 
4. Wilhelm I: Prince and Emperor, 1859-1900, 


Lamar Cecil, 1989, University of North Carolina 
Press, page 5. 


her entourage.” 


In 1888, Wik 
helm passed away, nearly 


91 years old. He and Au. 5 Tada, Britain's Queen Elicabeth II is president or 


patron of more than 600 charities and erganizations, 






ig ty w the Royal Pigeon Racing 





q Association 


6. Monatschrife des Vereines 
sur Befonderung des Gartenbaues 
in den Konigl Preuss, Staaten 
fer Giaroerei and. Pflanzenkan 
de, Dr. L. Wittmack (ed.), Ber 


The obverse legend, W. KULLRICH F, tans or 805 page 113 


“Wilhelm Kullrich Made I.” 





7. "Some Remarks about the 
Activity of the German Engraver W. Kullrich, Based 
on the Evidences Offered by Doctments Preserved in 
$tirbu, 2005, Muzeul 


Nafional de storie a Romine. 


squsta had somewhat made 
amends the year before. 
Their son, Friedrich, was Romania,”  Constanfa 
BA. himself already dying, of 

HB throat cancer; he ruled as 
8 Nowe that she was styled Deutsche Kaiserin— 
“German empress"-and not Kaiserin won Dewsch 


land" 


painfully 





Fasciitis Aviva. at impress of Germany.” This distinction, subtle 


in English, placated the kings of Bava 









lived her son by a year and a 
half, long enough to see 


her beloved grandson 


lost his throne ina war 
even more monstrous than Ba overlords 


but as 


the ones she had survived 


asa child. Libel 
Bibliography paresfirst 
among 
1 The Napoleon Galler: Or, 


IMlustrations of the Life and 


several 
equals in a 
federated 
empire. 


Times of the Emperor, Etienne 
Achille Rével, 1852, Henry G 
Bohn, page 43 


Augusta's grandson, Kaiser Wilhelm Il, marred a woman 


2. A History of Moder Ger 
‘many, Volume 2: 1648-1849, 
Hajo Holborn, 1982, Prince 
ton University Press, page 294. 


more acquiescing and conservative than she, (Wedding 
commemorative medal; actual sie 45 mm; photograph by 


Tom Mulvaney) 
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Memories of Summer Seminar ’07 


By Debbie Williams 


ummer Seminar ‘O7 was off to a 

rough start, but wow, did i turn 
out to be a real adventure! As I had for the past 
several summers, I planned to spend a fun filled 
week attending an educational class sponsored 
by the American Numismatic Association. Clas- 
ses are held on the Colorado 
College campus in gorgeous 


Colorado Springs, CO. 


This year was 
extra special because Wom. 
en in Numismatics had 
selected me to receive theit 
annual scholarship to the 


seminar. Thank you WIN! 


ood friend and 
fellow WIN member Kathy 





Lawrence and I had planned 
to fly to Colorado Springs a 
few days early to explore the 
neighboring towns of Mani- 
tou Springs and Old Colora 


to Colorado in an acceptable time frame, 


Neither of us wanted to let this road 
block destroy our long anticipated trip. We kept 
telling each other *if we had driven we would be 
there by now.” So, that is exactly what we decid 
ed to do, We jumped in Kathy's SUV and exited 
hound directly for 


the airport, Colorado 


Springs. Disappointment turned int excite 


ment and adventure. We had so much fun 


laughing and talking that the 700 mile trip went 






















Kathy Lawrence (right) and I (lef) in the ANA Libra. 


collecting pirate related items are among Kathy's 
many interests. This restaurant had everything - 
delicious food, friendly and attentive service, 
and a uniquely charming personality. What a 


memorable dining experience! 


We spent Saturday morning getting 
settled into our college dorm and checking in 
with the ANA. After lunch, we left for the Colo 


ip Show. The show is conver 





ado Springs 
iently held every year during the weekend be- 
tween the two weeks of 


Summer Seminar. Wi 





soon discovered that an- 
other nicery about having 
‘our own transportation. 
was being able to go 10 
anil from the coin show as 
pleased and not de- 
pend on the generosity 
the free 

Many 
Summer Seminar students 


and timing of 
shuttle service. 
already at the show 


50 friendly faces were 
everywhere, Along with a 
few other treasures, 1 was 
pleased to find some very 


nice and affordable Civil 





do City. We arrived at the 
Dallas/Fort Worth Airport on Wednesday 10 
discover that our flight had just been cancelled. 
We waited around at the airport until late 
Wednest 





and then again until Thursday 
morning, only to see three more flights from 
DFW to Colorado Springs cancelled. Flights to 
and from other destinations were being cane 
celled as well, Weather, we were told, was a 
contributing factor, but it was obvious that a 
major problem was having employees available 
to staff the planes. It seemed that the airline was 
running on such a lean work force that even a 
small delay was causing employees 10 exceed 
allowable work hours, resulting in cancelled 
flights. There was a domino effect, with minor 
problems leading to major problems. By mid- 
morning Thursday, Kathy and 1 both had lose 


faith thae American Airlines was going to get us 
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amazingly fast. We pulled into the parking lot of 
our Manitou Springs hotel just after midnight. 


Mission accomplished! 


The need for rest got us off to a late 
start Friday morning. Since we only had one day 
before registering for Summer Seminar, we 
reprioritized our *must do” list. After a little 
shopping and lunch, we visited the Ghost Town 
Museum in Manitou Springs. The museum is a 
large structure that encompasses an authentic 
oldavest town, preserved from the early 1900's 
Kathy and I both enjoyed our step back into the 
past and I certainly consider the museum worthy 
of our time. Later that evening, we dined at the 
Castaway's Restaurant, where we were greeted 
and served by pirates in full costume. The entire 
restaurant was decorated as a pirate ship. Over 


dinner 1 learned that reading pirate books and 


‘War tokens, as these are 
setting increasingly hard to find, 1 also spent 
considerable time studying the educational ex: 
hibits. These were especially interesting to me, 
since 1 would be assembling my own exhibit 


‘over the next few days 


Kathy was up and out the door early 
Sunday morning, to be one of the first to get 
into the annual book sale, Her efforts were fruit- 
ful. She bought so many books she had to come 
back for the SUV to transport them across cam- 
pus. After lunch, we all headed off for our first 
day of class. L was signed up for *Preparing an 
Award Winning Exhibit,” aught by John 
Eshbach andl Jerry Kochel, These two gentlemen 
both have long and impressive histories of exhib- 
iting and winning top awards. The class was 
amazed to learn that Jerry had exhibited at the 
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ANA’s World's Fair of Money for the past 30 serious mistakes. They crowd their exhibits with + Proofreading backwards forces you to read 
consecutive years. Jerry and John both were very too much paper money for the space and fail to each word individually and is extremely helpful 
friendly and eager to share their abundant include enough supporting documentation. in finding errors. 


knowledge, One thing I really liked about this 
+ When displaying paper money avoid strong + Ie is possible to overcome the “degree of 


particular class was that it offered lots of hands 


difficulty” obstacle and earn a high score in this 












category even on more common items, by con: 
ducting new and original research on your 


chosen subject. 
+ Subritles are great! 


(On the final day of class we had a lot 
of visitors stop in to look at our work. We were 
also asked to critique each other's exhibits. This 
exercise took some prodding from the instruc: 
tors, as it was obvious no one wanted to hurt 


anyone else's feelings. John and Jerry explained 








© the importance of constructive criticism, espe: 
= cially in the exhibiting arena. So, in the end, 
this turned out t0 be a very positive learning 


experience as well. 


femembering Ben Franklin", the exhibit I created during the class. 





on learning with the opportunity to be very Trenjoed this clam imanenveit Ehad 


creative. The clas is kept small so students are b#*k#rounds as they rend to detract from the so much fun and Iam enger to repeat he clas, 


able to receive a lor of oneonone instruction, designs and vignettes. maybe even next year. And Kathy and 1 are al 


ready talking about curing Summer Seminar 





fe spent our mornings in the classroom, with 


* Ie is possible to successfully exhibie a sub- 


afternoons free to spend in the library or the 





















computer lab, developing our exhibit. The 
curriculum is based on the ANA’s Official 
Exhibiting and Judging Rules, which has also 
been adopted by most other numismatic ongan- 
izations, However, for me, the most valuable 
part of the class was hearing John and Jerry's 
different perspectives. In many instances each 
had their own tried and true techniques that 
differed. In other cases, they basically used the 
same methods. Some tips I found especially 


helpful were: 


‘+ Proper flag etiquette is important. It is 
acceptable to include a flag in an exhibit but 


never place anything on the flag. 
+ Rarity isn’t price, its availability. 


+ Story cards should be placed on a heavier 
weight paper to prevent unsightly curling, 


So Carefliplacemsent of mate and fersier cen Jemy Kochel (right), one of my instructors, and I (left) in our classrooms, 


often be used to cover the holder of a certified 








coin if the exhibitor does nor wane it obvious ‘08 into anot 
ject when you are missing an item, but tell why 


riving adventure. 


thar the coin is encapsulated. 
the item is missing: too expensive, unable to 


+ Paper money exhibitors often make two find, etc 
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Beginning To Collect Foreign and Ancient Coins 


By Warren and Lorraine Weiss - Weiss Collectable Sales 


hether you are new to the 

hobby, oF you are beginning 
the collecting transition from U.S. coins to for- 
eign or ancient coins, you are about to embark 
fon a fascinating numismatic journey through 
‘geography and history 


Before embarking on this journey, 
however, you need to prepare. If you have access 
to and are able to attend a major coin show, you 
will gain exposure to different coins from a wide 
variety of countries. Some items may spur your 
interest. If so, introduce yourself to the dealer as 
a beginner and ask the dealer if they would 
mind answering a few questions about the coins. 
Bear in mind that the best time to do this is 
when the dealer is not busy and has time to 
spend with you. 





‘There are foreign and ancient coins in. 


every price range. Start slowly. At a coin show, 
seek out dealers who are generalists in foreign or 
ancient material. In this way, you get an over- 
view of what is available, the grades, and the 
prices. Ask the dealer if they have a beginner 


box you may look through. 


The next step is, strangely enough, not 
what you wish to collect, but why! Do you wane 
to collect coins from a particular country be- 
cause of your heritage? You visited or lived 
there! You inherited some coins from there and 
wish to expand the collection? Their history 
fascinates you? You like geography, especially 
countries that no longer exist? Or is the appeal 
in the beauty of ancient Greek or renaissance 
coinage? Or the political intrigue and symbolism 
of ancient Roman or early English coins? 


Having made your decision, it's time 
to focus. Visit a numismatic book dealer at the 
show and ask for a reference book on your se- 
lected topic. There are books for beginners, that 
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will give you a general introductory overview, 
and ones for the advanced collectors that em- 
phasize a topic in greater detail. Ifthe coin show 
you are attending has exhibits and/or seminars 
oon your topic, take advantage of them. General- 
ly, exhibitors are very knowledgeable and enjoy 
discussing a mutual interest. Visiting a local coin 
shop and joining a local coin club allow you to 
meet other collectors in your geographic region 
with whom you can share numismatic infor: 


You are just about ready for the 
“hunt”. Before you get onto the bourse floor, 
you should be aware of certain things. Firstly, 
grading of foreign and ancient coins is subjec: 
tive, One must he aware of just how the coins of 
the period were made. There were a myriad of 
different processes used t0 produce coins 
through the ages, and the grading depends upon 
the circumstances under which the coin was 
produced. For example, an English milled coin 
from the 1600's will usually have fine definition 
in the bust and sharp detail in the legend, 
whereas, a coin of the same period from Mexico, 
which was hammered, usually has little defini: 
tion, and flat detail. When the two examples are 
side by side, it is very possible that they can look 
to be of entirely different quality and still be the 
same grade. Secondly, price is determined by 
market. There are catalogues, bur you may use 
them as a guide only. Prices of foreign coins are 
subject to the fluctuations of the dollar to the 
euro, pound, peso, yen, etc. The best way to get 
a feel for pricing is wo shop around, At a coin 
show you will have access to many dealers selling 
similar types of coins, thus, f 





tating compari- 


son shopping 


Last but not least, examine the coin, 
with the dealer's permission, outside the flip. A 
coin has three sides: obverse, reverse, and the 
edge. You want to determine whether any weak 
ness is from strike or from wear. Ideally, you 
wane to look for sharpness in detail, full legends, 
nice centering on both obverse and reverse, and 
ro imperfections. This is optimum, but seldom. 
achieved. Realistically, try to come as close as 





possible, As you advance to the more sophis 
ed coins, it will become necessary to familiarize 
yourself with things to look for that affect the 
value of the coin you are examining. It is ime 
portant to know what to look for and what you 
are looking at, Remember, ancient and early 
foreign coins were made by cruder processes 
than are used today. Understanding how they 
were made will help you to understand how to 


grade and value them, 


Unilesirable characteristics on circu 
lated coins that you should try to avoid: 


“Mounting” applies to the condition 
‘of a coin that has been removed from jewelry. 
Bezel damage may be detected upon examina 
tion of the rim, which will reveal a general 
smoothness uncharacteristic of the period. For 
instance, hammered coins tend to have uneven 
edges, whereas milled coins usually bear a sharp- 
ness on the embossed or reeded edge. Loops 
that were attached directly to the coin were 
applied at 12 noon. Careful examination of that 
area will reveal some solder residue and other 


disturbances, 


“Pinning” was used to attach a bezel 
by drilling four pins into the edge of the coin, 
usually at 12/3/6/9 o'clock. Look for holes or 


plugs in these areas of the rim, 


“Broaching” was done to attach a pin 
to the reverse of the coin. This pin was soldered 
‘onto the coin just above the center of the re 


verse, Look there for repairs 


Some coins have had a hole drilled 
into them in order to be worn as jewelry. When 
repairs are made, they are generally done by 
inserting a plug and grinding it down to the 
coin surface. Look for changes in color, particu- 


larly around 12 noon. 


An allwhite silver coin or an alled 
copper coin may indicate an unnatural condi- 
tion, Look for nice, natural toning or patina. 
Older coins almost always tone in some way, 


especially around raised portions of the design 


or legend. Avoid cleaned or dipped coins. 


“Tooling” is the resule of repairs to a 
coin, When surfaces were rough or bad scratch- 
es existed, tools such as files or sanders may have 
been used to remove them. The result is a 
smoothed area, usually in the fields surrounding 


the portrait. If you look carefully, you can see 





the fields are lower than normal, making 
the bust or design seem raised. Also look for 
fine striations, caused by che device, that all run 
in the same direction, 


If the coin you are examining is sup- 
posed to be hammered or milled, itis important 
to look for signs of casting. Casting and bub- 
bling sometimes result in a general graininess as 
well as a loss of detail, creating pock marking 
Look inside looped letters, like d/o/p/a, for 
clogging. Also look at the edge for signs of a 
seam, usually caused when the two sides of the 
dlie are sealed. There are, however, certain an- 
cient and foreign coins that are supposed to be 


When silver coins are salvaged from 
shipwrecks, they are usually encrusted with min- 
erals from the ocean. These minerals can eat 
into the metal. However, coins recovered from 
shipwrecks have become a popular collectible. If 
you want an example, look for a specimen with 
the least evidence of noticeable corrosion. 
‘When the deposits are removed by an electrical 
cor chemical process, the resulting surface resem- 
bles pock marking, and loss of detail is appar- 


Note: Bear in mind that as your cok 
lection grows, you may be faced with the pro- 
spect that certain coins you need, in the grade 
you want, may be rare and/or priced beyond. 
your budget. In that instance, you may need 
to compromise and purchase a specimen 


‘with some of these undesirable characteristics. 


Acceptable characteris: 


tics on circulated coins: 


In the early 
18th century, silver 
coins were adjusted 
for weight compli- 
after 


ance being 


struck. This occurred mostly 
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in western Europe and was done by filing the 
coin down to proper weight, The scars left can 
be anywhere on the surfaces of the coin, and 
although they affect the appearance of the coin, 
adjustment marks are considered an acceptable 
condition. 


“Haymarking” is a term for the fine 
fissures left on the surface of a coin caused by 
throwing the still hot coin onto hay to cool. 
These marks usually appear on English coins of 
the early milled period. 


‘When coins were hammered without 
a collar, they expanded outward by the force of 
the blow on the die, This usually caused cracks 
on the edge of the coin. Expansion cracks are 
acceptable as long as they don’t extend far 





enough to obscure detail, Be careful when han- 
dling thin early-hammered coins that the expan- 


sion crack is not severe enough to split the coin. 


Flan flaws are commonly found on 
early coinage. They are caused when the flan is 
heated, to soften it for striking. Ar that time, 
impurities in the metal burn out, leaving scars 
In some cases, this is also referred to as crack 


ling. 


"Cookie Cutter” is a term used t0 
describe the effect on a flan when it is cur out of 
a sheet of metal by a circular punch. When the 
hole overlaps onto the next punch, the resulting 


coin may look as though is had heen clipped. 


When dies became hot during perpet 
ual usage, water was used to cool them. This 
sometimes caused rust to develop. As the die 


continued to be used, the rust made an 













inverse impression on the 
coin. You will see this 
most often on ancient 


Nor all silver 
is of the same puri 
ty, When silver 
coins age, 
the patina: 


tion 


is affected by the purity, as well as other factors 
For economic reasons, debased silver was come 
monly used during certain periods in history. 
Silver coins with a better purity than is common. 
for the period may be patterns, oF counterfeit. 
For example, the silver coins issued early in the 
reign of Henry VILL of England were of a purer 
silver than those issued late in his reign. Weak- 
ness and graininess are apparent in the latter 
bullios 





Note: the above characteristics are 
acceptable on circulating coins as long as they 


appear in the least obtrusive place 


Experience is the best teacher. Don't 
expect to lear everything all at once, You will 
learn as you go along. As you handle more and 
more coins, you will recognize and detect these 
characteristics. You will also become familiar 


with the nuances of certain type coins. 


Contrary to popular belief, coin dea 
ers are human and they do make mistakes. Most 
likely, the dealer is not purposely trying to foist a 
bad coin upon you. Politely ask the dealer for an 
opinion as to the nature of any imperfections 
If you do not find the dealer's 
response to be plausible, don’t argue. Thank the 


you perceive, 


dealer and move on, 


‘The numismatic community is blessed 
with many fine dealers who are willing to impart 
to you their knowledge and expertise, and who 
share your enthusiasm for your topic. Establish a 
rapport 
valued customer, whose opinions on grade 





ith those who make you feel like a 


match your own, and who you feel sell coins at a 
fair price. Buy the best coin you can within your 
budget. Never should you feel pressured to 
make a purchase or to spend beyond your 


As with every profession, numismatics 
has its share of curmudgeons. You should always 
be treated with courtesy and respect. If you are 
not, find a dealer who is knowledgeable and 
treats you properly. You should not dismiss the 
entire numismatic community because of one 


bad apple. 


Remember, numismatics is a hobby! 
Ir’s supposed to be fun! Now get our there and 
enjoy yourself! 
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WINNING WAYS 


By Mike Marchev 


hat To Bring With You 


1. Safety begins with what you pack. To avoid 
being a target, dress conservatively. Don't wear 
expensivelooking jewelry. A flashy wardrobe, or 
looking too casual, can mark you as a tourist. As 
much as possible, avoid the appearance of afflue 


2. Always try to travel light. You can move more 
quickly, and will be more likely to have a free 
hand, if you travel light. You will also be less 
tired and less likely to set your luggage down, 


leaving it unattended. 


3. Carry the minimum amount of valuables 
necessary for your trip and plan a place, or place 
es, to conceal chem. Your passport, eash and 
credit cards are most secure when locked in a 
hotel safe. When you have to carry them on 
your person, you may wish to conceal them in 
several places, rather than putting them all in 
one wallet or pouch. Avoid handbags, fanny 
packs, and outside pockets that are easy targets 
for thieves. Inside pockets and a sturdy shoulder 
bay with the strap worn across your chest are 


somewhat ss 





st One of the safest places to carry 
valuables is in a pouch or money belt worn un 


der your clothing. 


4. If you wear glasses, pack an extra pair. Bring 
them, and any medicines you need, in your earry 


-on luguage. 


5. To avoid problems when passing through 
customs, keep medicines in their original, la 
beled containers. Bring copies of your prescrip: 
tions and the generic names for the drugs. If a 


medication is unusual of contains narcotics, 





carry a letter from your doctor attesting t your 
need to take the drug. If you have any doubt 
about the legality of carrying a certain drug into 
country, consult the embassy or consulate of 


that country first 


Marchev: 100 + Safety Tips For Traveling Women (and Wise Men) 


100 + Safety Tips For Traveling Women (and Wise Men) 


6, Bring travelers checks and one or two major 


credit cards instead of cash. 





7. Pack an extra set of passport photos, along 
with a photocopy of your passport information 
page, to make replacement of your passport 
easier in the event that itis lost or stolen, 


8. Pur your name, address and telephone num- 
bers inside and outside of each piece of luggage. 
Use covered luggage tags to avoid casual observa- 
tion of your identity or nationality. If possible, 


lock your luggage. 


9, Some people do not like to have their address 
and phone number on the outside of their lug: 
sage. You can always use the address of your 


employment. 


10, Consider getting a telephone calling card. It 
is a convenient way of keeping in touch. If you 
have one, verify that you can use it from your 
overseas location(s), Access numbers to US. 
‘operators are published in many international 
newspapers. Find out your access number before 


you go. 


11, Make two photocopies of your passport 
identification page, airline tickets, driver's lie 
cense and the credit cards that you plan to bring 
with you. Leave one photocopy of chis data with 
family or friends at home; pack the other in a 
place separate from where you carry your valua- 
bles. 


12, Carry a copy of the serial numbers of your 
travelers! checks with you ina separate place 
from the actual checks, As you cash the checks, 
cross them off the list. Also leave a copy with a 


friend or relative at home. 


Whar To Avoid Bringing 
13, Don'e bring anything you would hate to lose 


14, Do not bring valuable oF expensivelooking 


jewelry. 


15, Do not bring irreplaceable family objects 


16. Do not bring any unnecessary eredit cards 


17. Do not bring your Social Security card, lie 
brary card, or similar items you may routinely 
carry in your wallet. 


Tips For Selecting a Hotel 


18, Stay at hotels instead of motels whenever 


possible 


19, Smaller is smarter: you want the staff to be 





familiar with guests and with you. The sm: 


the lobby, the more noticeable the loiterers. 


20. Aim for a well-trafficked street 
(neighborhood restaurants and late-night stores 
mean traffic, corporate offices mean darkness). 
Affluent residential areas tend to have more 
reliable transportation and fewer threatening 


street people. 


21. If you're still concerned about the area, ask a 
female employee (not one in reservations) 
whether she walks around at night. Call the 
restaurant, for instance 


22. A reception and concierge desk near the 
entrance, and/or the elevators, is more likely t0 


deter non-guest undesirables. 


23. There should he privacy for guests checking. 
in. No one should be able to overhear a name, 


room number, or other personal information, 


24. Room numbers should be written on the key 
envelope, not mentioned aloud or inscribed on. 
the key. This way, anyone finding your key won't 


hhave access to your oom. 


25. Look for a parking lot that is well lit and 
secure. Find out if there's valet parking and if it 
will be available when you need it. Try to use it, 
even it costs a little more. 


26. Does the hotel gym have an attendant? Be- 
ing alone and semilressed in the hasement is 


not good for your health, 


27. The hotel should have sufficient staff 
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walk you to your room late at night. Inquire 
when you book and you'll get an idea of how 


womandriendly the hotel is. 


What To Do When Staying In a Hotel 


28. Do not use the door hanger to order break- 
fast for early morning delivery. This provides a 
passersby ample opportunity to determine if 
there is only one person in the room, signifying 
that you are traveling buy yourself. 


29. Ask for another room if the hotel repre: 


sentative tells 





























you aloud what 
ber is. As a cour 
tesy and safety 
precaution, most 
‘good hotels now 
provide some. 
thing written 
and point to the 
room number 
when you check 
in. Ask for two 
keys even if you 
are traveling 


(Q). This 
indicates 


alone. 
that 
and (2) 
this provides you 


alone 
with a backup 
ey in case you 


30. Always re 
quest a room with NO adjoining door to anoth- 


31. If you have an adjoining door, make certain 
your lock is secure. Place a chair or luggage rack 
in front of it. Better yet, carry a small rubber 


door stopper in your luggage. 


32. Always ask for a room near an elevator and 
if not, then a ground floor room close to lobby. 
(ome women do not like being on the ground 
floor. If this is the only option, ask to be as close 


to the lobby as possible.) 


33. Ask For Strategic Hotel Location. When 
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making hotel reservations, ensure that the hotel 
has interior corridors where you can enter your 
This 


strangers from approaching your room from the 


room from these corridors prevents 


parking lot. 


34. Request a room on the second or higher 
floor. It is more difficult for someone to enter 
your room thru any exterior door/window if 


you are on an upper floor. 


35. Do not assume that a "Hilton" or "Sheraton" 
is located in a safe area, And even if a hotel is 


located in a "safe" area, assume that it is not. 


(Don't be paranoid -be alert.) 


36. Request a room near the elevators and away 
from any renovation work. Have your key out 


when you leave the elevator. 


37. You want to be far from emergency exits 
(which someone might pry open to avoid using 
the elevators), and on an upper floor away from 


catwalks and terraces, 


38. The door should have double locks (one of 
which isa dead bolt) and a peephole. Bring 


along a security doorstop for extra protection, 


39. The “please make up this room” sign tells 
everyone that you're not there. Call housekeep- 


ing instead. 


40. Conversely, the donot disturb sign can 


make the room seem occupied (especially handy 





if you leave expensive items inside). 


41. Pur expensive clothing on hangers under 
other garments, Robbers usually “shop what 


they can see 
42. Lock valuables in the front-desk safe 


43. If your bag is stolen from the hotel, recruit 
management to 
search for it 
Most hotel 
robberies are 
committed by 
the staff, 


and 
proper 
ties, especially 
don't 


allow employees 


to leave with, 
packages 
Thieves take 
the money and 


lump the rest. 


44. Keep your 
hotel door 
locked at all 
times. Meet 
visitors in. the 


lobby. 


45. Do not 
leave money or 
other valuables in your hotel room while you are 


out. Use the hotel safe. 


46. If you are out late at night, let someone 


know when 





fou expect to return, 


47. Read the fire safety instructions in your 
hotel room. Know how to report a fire. Be sure 
you know where the nearest fire exits and alter 
nate exits are located. Count the doors between 
your room and the nearest exit. This could be a 
lifesaver if you have to crawl through a smoke- 


filled corridor. 


Elevator Tips 


48. Stand near the elevator buttons with your 
back to the wall if threatened, push all the but 


tons at once with your back. 


49. If you are alone, do not get on an elevator if 


there isa suspiciouslooking person inside 


Tips For Restaurants or Public Places 


50. Refrain from going to a bar and drinking 
alone. I realize that you are a grown woman and. 
feel comfortable fending for yourself. I also un- 
derstand that hotel bars provide TV's and musi- 
cal entertainment. Alcohol in and of itself can 
spell bad news for both men and women when 
frequented by themselves. Here is some good. 


advice if you are traveling alone: socialize with 





people you know, or stay in your room and 
catch up on the news, oF discover The Discovery 
Channel. 


51. Look for the exits when you enter a crowded 
place you are unfamiliar with. You never know 


when you may have to get out ina hurry! 


Public Transportation Tips 


52. If a country has a pattern of tourists being 
targeted by criminals on public transport, that 
information is mentioned in the Consular Infor: 
mation Sheets under the "Crime Information" 


53. Only take taxis clearly identified with official 


markings. Beware of unmarked cabs. 


54. If you are leaving from your hotel, ask the 


hotel to call a cab for you. 


55. Wellorganized, systematic robbery of passen- 
gers on trains along popular tourists routes is a 
serious problem. It is more common at night, 


especially on overnight trains. 


56. If you see your way is being blocked by a 
stranger, and another person is very close to you 
from behind, move away. This can happen in 
the corridor of the train or on the platform or 


57. Do not accept food or drink from strangers. 
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Criminals have been known to drug food or 
drink offered to passengers. Criminals may also 
spray sleeping gas in train compartments. Where 
possible, lock your compartment. If it eannot be 
locked securely, take turns sleeping in shifts with 
your traveling companions. If that is not possi 
ble, stay awake. If you must sleep unprotected, 
tie down your luggage, strap your valuables 10 
you and sleep on top of them as much as possi 
ble. 


58. Do not be afraid to alert authorities if you 
feel threatened in any way. Extra police are often 
assigned to ride trains on routes where crime is a 
serious problem, 


59. The same type of criminal activity found on 
trains can be found on public buses on popular 
tourist routes, For example, tourists have been 
drugged and robbed while sleeping on buses or 
in bus stations. In some countries, whole 
busloads of passengers have been held up and 


robbed by gangs of bandits 


Car and Driving Precautions 


60. Pur luggage and packages in the trunk of 
your car. This prevents you from advertising to 


the world that you're a "traveling" shopper. 


61. Lock all the doors in your vehicle at all 
times. This practice also pertains to very short 
trips away from your car. It takes seconds for an. 
intruder to enter your unlocked car to retrieve a 


laptop oF purse 


62. Check the back seat before getting into the 
car. Although a bit inconvenient, this is best 
done from the passenger's side of the car. It is 
also a good practice, when possible, to position 
the driver's seat in a forward leaning position 
when exiting the vehicle. This provides a sign 
from a distance if the seat has been tampered 
with 


63. Use *Valet Parking” in big cities. This costs a 
few more dollars, but your company will readily 
reimburse this fee as it helps to insure both your 


safety and peace of mind. 


64. Approach your parked vehicle in a zigzag 
route. This will provide a number of viewing 
points and you will be able to see if someone is 


hiding behind a tire waiting for you. Sounding a 
bie paranoid? 1 don't think so. There are over 
35,000 instances each year of shoppers being 
assaulted outside their parked cars in mall park- 


ing lors. 


65. When you rent a car, don't go for the exotic. 
Choose a type commonly. available locally. 
When possible, ask that markings that identify it 
as a rental car be removed. Make certain itis in 


good repair. If available, choose a car with u 





versal door locks and power windows (features 
that give the driver better control of access to 
the car) An air conditioner, when available, is 
also a safety feature. It allows you to drive with 
windows closed. Thieves can, and do, snatch 


purses through open windows of moving cars 


66. Keep car doors locked at all times. Wear seat 
belts. As much as possible, avoid driving at 


night 


67. Don't leave valuables in the car. If you must 
carry things with you, keep them out of sight, 
locked in the trunk. 


68. Don’t park your car on the street overnight. 
If the hotel or municipality does not have a 
parking garage or other secure area, select a well- 


lie spor. 


69. Never pick up hitchhikers. Don't get out of 
the car if there are suspicious looking individue 


als nearby. Drive away. 


Pedestrian Safety 


70. Use the same common sense traveling over- 
seas that you would at home. Be especially cau- 
tious in oF avoid areas where you are likely to be 
vietimized. ‘These include crowded subways, 
train st 





ions, elevators, tourist sites, market 


places, festivals and marginal areas of cities. 


71. Don't use short cuts, narrow alleys or poorly 
lit streets. Try not to travel alone at night. Avoid 
public demonstrations and other civil disturb- 


72. Keep a low profile and avoid loud convers 





tions or arguments. Do not discuss travel plans 


or other personal matters with strangers. 


73. Avoid scam artists. Beware of strangers who 
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approach you, offering bargains or to be your 


uide 


74. Beware of pickpockets. They often have an. 
accomplice who will: jostle you, ask you for 
directions or the time, point to something 
spilled on your clothing, or distract you by ereat- 


ing a disturbance. 


75. A child or even a woman carrying a baby can 
be a pickpocket. Beware of groups of vagrant 
children who create a distraction while picking 


your pocket. 


76. Wear the shoulder strap of your bag across 
your chest and walk with the bag away from the 


curh to avoid driveby pursesnatchers. 


77. Try tw seem purposeful when you move 
about. Even if you are lost, act as if you know 
where you are going. When possible, ask direc. 
tions only from individuals in authority. Know 
how to use a pay telephone and have the proper 
change or token on hand. 


78. Learn a few phrases in the local language so 
you can signal your need for help, the police, or 
a doctor. Make a note of emergency telephone 
numbers you may need: police, fire, your hotel, 
and the nearest U.S. embassy or consulate. 


79. If you are confronted, don't fight back. Give 
up your valuables. Your money and passport can. 


be replaced, but you can't, 


General Suggestions 


80. Leave a copy of your itinerary with family or 
friends at home in case they need to contact you 


in an emergency. 


81. Dress down when you travel. Avoid wearing 
jewelry, even jewelry that is cheap but looks 
expensive. Why take a chance drawing attention 
to yourself if you don't have to? 


82. Plan your travel to arrive at your destination. 
or home before dark. 


83. Carry along wet naps or a tube of disinfect- 
ant lotion to wash your hands. 


84. Carry five one dollar bills with you in a 
pocket that is easily accessible. This will prevent 
you from becoming stressed should someone 
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approach you for a handout. You will be ready 
for this “confrontation” and you can quickly 
move on, having given the person a dollar. (This 
preparation and forethought will save you much 
frustration and anxiety in these uncomfortable 
situations.) Keep this money loose in your pock 


ef, nor in your purse. 
85. Carry a can of mace and know how to use it 


86. If you. must ask for directions, approach 
families or women with children. To be extra 
safe, say "Where is the —? I'm meeting my hus 


band there.” 


87. Notify the U.S. embassy, depending on 
where you are traveling. Inform them of where 
you will be and when you will be there. Do this 


before leaving home. 


88. Be aware of all your surroundings! Watch 
not only what is in front of you, but also what is 


next to you, above you, and behind you. 


‘The Most Commonly Made Mistakes That 
Lead To Or Worsen Attack 


89. Getting into the attacker's car when he pulls, 
1 gun and orders you to get into his vehicle. 
Most attackers don't want to shoot you ... they 
want you to get into the car so that they can 
drive you to a deserted place and torture you. 
Don't comply. Run screaming. It is MUCH 
more likely than nor that he will just move on to, 


an easier target 


90. Pulling over when a man drives alongside of 
you pointing at your car pretending something 
is wrong. If this happens, drive to the nearest 
welllit and populated gas station and look the 
car over yourself (or ask an attendant). Never 
pull over. Believe it or not, many women have 
fallen for this for fear of their car spontaneously 


exploding in the middle of the road. Nor likely. 


91. Nor locking your doors while driving. I have 
read several cases where the attacker simply 
walks up 0 a woman's car while she's ata traffic 


light and jumps in with his gun or knife drawn, 


92. Opening your front door when you have not 
positively identified who is there. If you don't 
have a peep hole, get one. Ive seen countless 
cases where the attacker gains access to his vie 


tims simply by knocking on their door. Don't let 
an attacker get into your home. He then has a 
private, relatively soundproof place to attack 


93. Nor being alert in parking lots. If you go to 
the grocery store at night, don’t be shy about 
asking for an escort to your car. Too many wom 
en are abducted from parking lots or even raped 


in the parking lot. 


94. Not looking in your back seat before enter- 
ing your car. Cars provide endless hiding places 
for attackers, both inside them and in between 
them. 


95. Not being aware of your surroundings by 
looking to the left and right and behind you 
with your head up all the time. You may appear 
paranoid and look funny to others, but an at- 
tacker will think twice about approaching some- 


one who appears so aware of whats going on. 


96. Trusting a clean cut, honest looking 
stranger. Sex offenders do not look like mon- 
sters. They often look like they could be your 
friendly grocer, bank teller, waiter, neighbor, 
clergy, doctor, etc. They are every age between 
15 and 90. Only a small minority actually look 


scary, 


97. Talking on your cell phone while walking to 
and from your car. You are preoccupied and 
make a good target. Always walk with purpose 
and be aware of your surroundings. Look strong 


and confident. 


98. Or, purposely call someone on your cell 
phone while walking to your car. so that if the 
Unexpected occurs, you are already connected 
with a source for help. (This is the opposite 


advice from tip # 97) 


99. Not locking the 





or keeping the keys with 
you when purchasing gas. In some places you 
have to go to a booth or inside to pay for the sas, 
and usually our keys and purse etc. are all in the 


car with the car unlocked. 


100. Unloading your 





in the parking lot vs. at 
the hotel front door. Most hotels will allow you 
to leave your car there while you checkin and 
take everything to your room. Why take any 
chances by driving to some remote corner of the 
hotel parking lot and lugging your stuff cross 


country? 


101. Not walking to your ear with your keys in 


your hand. Always be aware of your surround: 





ings. Do this day or night 


102. F 





ling to schedule reserved transportation 
whenever possible. Never hail a cab from the 


street. 


103. Carrying luggage tags with personal name 
and contact information where they can be 
readily seen. Instead, put your company address 
and phone number on luggage tags. Since most 
uggage tags are removable, you can print per 
sonal information should be printed on the 
back. 


104. Parking far from the elevator. Know where 
the security person hangs out. (I am thinking of 
large parking lots like in Vegas.) 


105. Entering an elevator with a man alone. 1 
don't always follow this advice, but if I have the 
slightest sense of a negative intuition, I don't get 
in, oF L exit before the door closes. Why gamble 
if you don't have to! 


106. Stopping at a rest stop or truck stop alone. 
You are safer at gas station where there are lots 


of people .. especially at night. 


107. Ordering room service and standing at the 
door when it is delivered with the door open. 
Do not walk back into the room and shut the 
door. Have the waiter walk to the door and step 


outside while you siga the bill. 


108. Taking the stairs alone (unless itis an emer 


gency). 


109, Having a drink at an event, and leaving it 
unattended. If you do, rather than risk taking a 
sip from that glass, order a new one. Paranoid? 
Think about the times you have read about 
instances in your newspaper where a guy slips a 
Mickey into a female's drink. 


110. Not being discreet when ordering in hotel 
restaurants or poolside. Providing your name 
and room number out loud can open you up to 
all sorts of uncomfortable situations, not to 
mention others buying drinks on your room 


number. 
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More Smart Tips 


IIL. Don't be hesitant to ask security to walk 
you to your vehicle. Walking to your ear, waiting 


fora cab, can be unsafe at late hours. 


112. Avoid staying on ground level. Its the asi 


est place for intruders to break in. 


113, Never leave your patio door open or un- 
locked. 


114, Yell FIRE when confronted with a poten- 


tial problem. Some people avoid helping 





strangers, thinking it is none of their business 
FIRE is all of our business. 


115, Drive directly to a well lit parking lor and 
call 911 if you suspect you are being followed. 


Stay in your car until the police arrive. 


116, Call the area police department when you 
are being stopped for a traffic violation and 


confirm the validi- ty of the stopping officer. 


117. Always stay below the 7th floor in a hotel 
Most fire departments only have ladder trucks 
with ladders that extend to 110 feet. 


118, Always take a business card of the hotel 
upon checkin. This way if you should get lost or 
need assistance, you will have hotel information. 


to provide to a taxi or on a call 


119, Bright Idea: 
Mrs. Ask for two keys to give people who might 


heck into a hotel as Mr. and 





be listening the impression that you are not 


alone. 


120. Never park next to two large cars (vans, 
SUVS, Trucks) or vehicles with tinted windows. 


This creates an “obstruction” so you can’t see 
what it going on. Tinted windows allow for 
people to wait in the car in order to reach out 


and pull you back into the vehicle, 


121. Travel during daylight hours as much as 
possible 


122. When stopped at a traffic light, be sure to 
see the tread marks on the tires of the car in 
front of you. This will give you enough distance 
and time to avoid a carjacking. 


123. Choose well traveled roads and highways 
for long drives. They may have more access 10 
sas, water, sanitary facilities and law enforce: 


ment when needed 


124. Check hotel windows and doors immedi- 
ately for properly working locks. 


125. Check hotel rooms for properly working 
services: electric, phone, plumbing. 


126. When some one knocks at the door, use 
the peep hole and check for a name and ID. 


127. Ask who's there prior to opening the door. 


128, Slide under a car if being threatened with 
rape. Try to vomit, oF urinate or tell attackers 
you are HIV positive and on your period. 


129. Look under and around your ear before 
you approach it to make sure no one is hiding 
below eye level, waiting to pounce. Getting into 
the car is a vulnerable moment. Move in fast, 


shur the door, and drive away. 


130, Elevators: If I don’t like the occupants or 
get weird vibes, I don't get on the elevator. 


131. Especially if it is one man alone, late at 
night. So what if it looks stupid or is inconven- 
ient! I don't care; I may have prevented some 


132. Hotels: Lots of security 





mations apply to a 
lone female traveler. Basic one: Make sure you 
double lock all doors and check any shared 
doors between rooms. Also check any windows 
that open onto balconies. Avoid lower floors 
where people can easily access your room by 
back windows and doors, When you leave the 
room, keep your TV on, so it confuses someone 


as to whether or not you are pres 





133, Always travel with a charged cell phone. If 
your car fails, you have a better chance of getting 
help. If you detest cell phones, carry a cheap- 
plan one for emergencies only. 


134, FOLLOW YOUR INTUITION. If you feel 
the hair on the back of your neck rise up (or 
whatever the expression), or you get bad 
"feelings," listen to those feelings and act on 
them, Don’t call yourself silly. Its your life you 
are protecting. You may never know what disas- 
ter you may have avoided, but by following your 
intuition, it will become even stronger and serve 


you well, 
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WIN Scholarship Award 


If you would like to apply for WIN'S scholarship award to the ANA summer conference, now is 


the time! Deadline for applications is December 15th. 


You must bea WIN member for at least one year before applying, and must be an active member by doing one of the following: 
+ Weiting articles for Winning Ways 
* Serving on the board of directors 
+ Presenting a program at a WIN meeting 
+ Selling 50/50 rickets at a major show 
+ Signing up at least 4 new members within the past couple of years 
If you would like to apply you need to: 
+ Write a full page (200-250 word) essay including why you want to attend the conference, and yous nuumismatic background. 


+ Send a signed and dated disclaimer that you will not hold WIN responsible for loss or injury while attending or traveling to oF from 


the conference 
+ Send your dues for the scholarship year, if not already paid, (All dues must be received by December 15%) 


+ Agree to provide Winning Ways a report on your experience at the summer seminar (reasonable length suggested) if you receive a 
scholarship from WIN. 


(Note: You are not eligible for this scholarship if you have won it in the past 5 years.) 


WIN pays tuition for present ANA member, along with dormitory room and board for a double occupancy room. 


The winning name will be drawn at the WIN meeting in conjunction with the January FUN show. You do not need to be present t0 


We look forward to receiving your application soon!! 
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